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STUDENT LIFE | Midterms

NEWS | In Memoriam

Getting enough sleep and utilizing the
study nooks at the library are just a few
things that can make the semester easier.
see PAGE 3

SPORTS | Wire To Wire

Colleagues and friends remember the
life of Dennis Dolny, a USU professor
who suddenly passed earlier this month.

Utah State women’s basketball picked up
its third conference win in 60-52 home
victory.

see PAGE 4

see PAGE 2

SKATING TO THE TOP

Season for
nonviolence
Aggie hockey returns to form with dominant weekend celebrates life
of Gandhi, King
By Hannah Joyce
STUDENT LIFE STAFF WRITER

The season for nonviolence celebrates the

leaders in world history who used nonviolence
to create peace and equality.

Created by Arun Gandhi, Mohandas Gandhi's

grandson, the season runs from Jan 30 to April

4. It focuses on the teachings and practices of
Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr..

Gandhi, also known as Mahatma, is famous

for nonviolent protests against British ruling

of India. A peaceful leader, Gandhi supported

tactics such as negotiation rather than war or
battle.

He was known for helping those in poverty

and overseeing humanitarian projects, such as

building new schools or hospitals. One of his

most memorable protests was leading thou-

sands of Indians on a 250 mile march to es-

cape the power of the British. It was Gandhi’s

leadership that partly inspired the development of King’s nonviolent policies.

King led other African-Americans during the

civil rights movement. He was the president
PHOTO BY Megan Nielsen
Though the Aggies held a 4-1-1 record through the first six games of 2018, the team dropped from No. 2 to No. 4 in the rankings. Utah State returned to form this past weekend, though, allowing just two goals
over three games. Next up for the Aggies is a home game against Montana Tech on Thursday.
By Jason Walker
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

could vault Utah State back up the rankings.

needed to do” to make his job as easy as possible.

end the Aggies allowed just two goals, thanks in

fense helped the Aggies wear out opposing play-

those three games, USU had a +12 goal differen-

“Everyone was getting back,” Eccles said. “Our

Defense was the dominant theme of the week-

After a below-average start to 2018 by their

standards, the USU hockey team played some of
their best hockey of the year over the weekend,
winning all three of their games.

Despite starting 2018 with a 4-1-1 record, the

Aggies have not been as dominant and thus

dropped from the No. 2 rank in the West to No. 4
in the latest rankings, behind Northern Arizona,

Northern Colorado and Williston. But a dominant

7-1 win over Wyoming, a 5-1 win over Colorado
State and a 2-0 win against Colorado-Boulder

part to giving up just 25.3 shots per game. In

Head coach Jon Eccles said the solid team de-

ers and then be able to strike back on offense.

tial despite scoring just 14 goals

back-checkers were getting back to help, pushing

D,” said forward Keegan O’Brien after the Wyo-

O-zone also got them tired and so they just didn’t

“We just really wanted to focus on locking on the

ming game. “We did a really good job mostly because we had the puck in their zone a lot.”

everything wide. I think our pressure in their
have the energy.”

Eccles praised the wire-to-wire dominance in

USU goalkeeper Austin Willenborg, who has re-

the three games saying his team played “nine pe-

ponent’s shots in his last four starts, said the de-

most the perfect time according to assistant coach

corded two shutouts and saved 98 percent of opfense and forwards have done “exactly what they

riods of hockey.” The great play has come at alsee “Dominant Defense” PAGE 5

Student fee increase approved
Technology fee raised by three dollars, athletics fee vote postponed
By Alyssa Roberts
NEWS SENIOR WRITER

Wednesday to vote on the proposed fee adjustments it heard two weeks ago and hear a modified proposal from the athletics department.

The proposals included a request for an $8*

student fee increase for athletics, a $3.11 in-

crease for computer labs, and a reclassification
of the Utah Statesman fee, which is embedded
within the activity fee.

At the board’s previous meeting on Jan. 10,

the university’s vice president and director of

athletics John Hartwell proposed that of the
generated

Statesman portion of the activity fee and for an

athletics come back and revise their request to

still conducted.

“The committee said they would like to see

The Utah State University Fee Board met again

$297,000

administration — was similarly surprised.

by

an

$8

increase,

$120,000 would be used to purchase a promo-

tion application, Fanmaker. Of that $120,000,
$85,000 was slated to go directly toward stu-

dent promotions. An additional $105,000 was
allocated to cover the estimated cost of switch-

ing to an e-ticketing system, and $72,000
would be used for general operations costs.

At the time, members of the fee board ex-

pressed surprise at the similarity of Hartwell’s
proposal to the one he’d given at the board’s
2017 meeting — a proposal they had rejected.

James Morales, the university’s vice president

for student affairs, said the executive extension
of the fee board — which includes faculty and

move in a direction that would be more helpful,” Morales said.

A modified proposal, presented Wednesday by

the athletic department’s director of external

increase of $3.11 for the computer lab fee were
The board voted 22 to one in favor of reclassi-

fying of the Utah Statesman fee, which will
now be called the “student media fee.”

It also voted to increase the computer lab fee

affairs Coleman Barnes, said the department

by $3.11.

athletics uses.

crease to the computer lab fee, board members

clude scholarships, travel, guarantees, recruit-

money from the fee increase would be used for

would allocate the entire $297,000 to general

These general uses, Barnes said, would in-

ing, equipment, game expenses and medical
expenses, all of which Barnes said have become
more costly since the last athletics fee increase

In previous discussion of the proposed in-

had expressed concern that a portion of the

an anticipated state-wide 2 percent raise for
salaried university employees.

Morales said he, along with College of Engi-

implemented in 2014.

neering Senator Erik Olson, looked into the his-

an additional meeting next Wednesday to vote

go” and found that “there is a line in the origi-

After some discussion, the board voted to have

on the athletics fee, citing discomfort at the
prospect of voting on a proposal they’d just
been presented without time to do research

tory of the computer fee “as far back as records

nal statement that talks about supporting staff
salaries.”

A document outlining the use and structure of

and talk to their respective councils and con-

the student computer fee written in the 1990-

“I’m uncomfortable not with the increase it-

“provide needed services to all students regard-

stituents.

self, but with the timing,” said Caine College of
the Arts Senator Sierra Wise. “I’m not sure that
I’m comfortable voting yes on something entirely different.”

Votes on proposals to reclassify the Utah

91 school year stated the fee was intended to

less of major discipline.” Uses for the computer

fee were listed as “...to purchase and maintain

equipment and software…” as well as “...to pay
wages for lab supervisors and monitors…”

see “Fee Increase” PAGE 2

and founder of the Southern Christian Leader-

ship Conference, which formed to unite Afri-

can-Americans churches in non-violent pro-

test. King also led the infamous Montgomery

Bus Boycott against racial segregation on public transportation in Montgomery, Alabama.

“I have a dream that my four little children

will one day live in a nation where they will
not be judged by the color of their skin but by

the content of their character,” King said in his

“I Have a Dream” speech in the 1963 march on
Washington.

The start of the season of nonviolence coin-

cides with Black History Month in February, a
dedication of Dr. King.

Robert Ross, an assistant professor of politi-

cal science at Utah State, said these nonvio-

lent protests and policies influenced the course
of political movements throughout history.

“The use of nonviolent protest as a positive

means of organizing necessary political dis-

course … it raises a consciousness,” Ross said.

“In particular, with Martin Luther King and

that movement was that it raised good ques-

tions about what constitutes a good regime,

what constitutes a good life, questions of jus-

tice, questions of equality. These conceptions

that are fundamental to understanding American political life.”

Nonviolent protests are used today to bring

awareness to current social issues, Ross said.

“You look at the recent nonviolent protests

that have gone on, one big one is the NFL,

with the protest during the national anthem. It

definitely raised the awareness to the situation

but it also created a pretty drastic tension be-

tween the two sides,” he said. “I think that

(these situations) can only benefit society as

we engage in meaningfully in that kind of dialogue.”

Many observe the season of nonviolence with

small actions of kindness towards others. Oth-

ers pay respect to the memory of Gandhi and

King by trying to find peace in everyday situations.

— hannahjoycee00@gmail.com
@hannahjoyce
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Late professor remembered for charisma, fun-loving spirit
By Carter Moore
NEWS STAFF WRITER

Editor’s Note: A version of this story was pub-

lished online on Thursday.

Utah State University lost one of its most be-

loved professors Jan. 9 after he suffered a stroke.

Dennis Dolny was the head of the Kinesiology

and Health Science department and the Nursing
and Health Professions department. According
to his staff, he left behind a legacy worth remembering. A public celebration of life service was
held Saturday in his honor.

“If anyone deserves to be celebrated, it’s him,”

said Carmell Burns, the nursing department staff
assistant.

Dolny was known throughout the department

as a high-energy, charismatic and effective lead-

Grady said Dolny made sure the nursing pro-

the faculty was having training in our lab, he

“He never refused when I asked for money. He

all.”

er.

gram never went without.

was the most shocking was that he was always

relied on my judgement,” she said.

Grady, the director of the nursing program and a

gy at the University of Idaho for 24 years, then

“I think for most of us, the part of his death that

so full of energy and enthusiasm,” said Carole

close colleague of Dolny’s. “He was a very dynamic person, and he never seemed tired.”

Grady said Dolny was instrumental in bringing

about positive change in the nursing program.
The Bachelor of Nursing Science degree was first
implemented in fall 2017, and she said Dolny

Dolny was previously a professor of Kinesiolo-

had a 10-year tenure at USU.

“It was seamless, his transition to take control

of the nursing program.” Grady said. “He really

embraced it. He was always very engaged in
whatever it was he was doing.”

Grady gave one such story for Dolny’s excite-

was the driving engine behind its creation.

ment about education.

nursing program was in the new clinical science

basically very high tech mannequins that are re-

be moving there in March.”

excited when we were getting those, that when

“He was also instrumental in making sure the

building,” Grady said. “We are very fortunate to

“We use simulators in the nursing program --

sponsive to procedures,” she said. “He was so

was there with his cell phone taking videos of it

Dolny always maintained his composure and

professional spirit despite his fun-loving spirit,
Grady said.

“I only saw him mad once. He always seemed

to be up,” she said.

Dolny’s passion for his faculty and staff went

deeper than the instructional hours, and he was

willing to do whatever was needed to help,
Grady said.

“He always went over and beyond the call of

duty,” she said.

—carter.moore@aggiemail.usu.edu
@carterthegrreat

FBI’s McCabe, a frequent Trump target, abruptly leaves post
By Eric Tucker and Sadie Gurman
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON (AP) — FBI Deputy Director

Andrew McCabe, a target of frequent and ag-

gressive criticism by President Donald Trump,
abruptly stepped down from his position Mon-

day ahead of his planned retirement this spring.
A 22-year veteran of the FBI, McCabe has

been publicly and repeatedly lambasted over

the past year by Trump, who has accused him
of bias because of his wife's political connec-

tions and an FBI investigation that produced no
criminal charges against Hillary Clinton.

McCabe, who has held a number of FBI lead-

ership roles and been heavily involved in inves-

tigations into major crimes including the 2013
Boston Marathon bombing, becomes eligible

for retirement in a matter of weeks. FBI staff
learned Monday that McCabe was leaving the

bureau's No. 2 post effective immediately, ac-

cording to people who spoke only on condition

of anonymity to discuss an internal personnel
move. He is expected to retire with full pension
benefits.

The departure comes as FBI Director Christo-

pher Wray makes changes to his senior leader-

ship team, replacing two other top aides last
week. Such changes are not unusual when a
new director takes charge, but they are notable

amid Trump's public pressure on Wray to get
rid of officials who were confidants of James
Comey, whom he fired as FBI director last May.

In a message Monday to FBI employees, Wray

said McCabe would be retiring on March 18
and denied that the move stemmed from political pressure.

"I will not be swayed by political or other pres-

sure in my decision-making," Wray wrote.

The exit comes amid multiple ongoing investi-

gations, including a Justice Department watch-

dog probe into the actions of McCabe and other
top FBI officials during the Clinton email probe.
In addition, special counsel Robert Mueller is
investigating whether the Trump campaign im-

properly coordinated with Russia during the
2016 presidential election and whether Trump

sought to obstruct the inquiry by, among other
actions, firing Comey.

McCabe has been repeatedly assailed by

Trump since the fall of 2016, when it was re-

vealed that his wife had accepted campaign
contributions from the political action commit-

tee of then-Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe, a
Democrat and close Clinton ally, during a failed
state Senate run. That episode is among the decisions under review by the Justice Depart-

ment's inspector general, which is expected to
complete its report soon.

The FBI has said McCabe received the neces-

sary ethics approval, and that at the time of the

contributions, he was not in a supervisory role
on the Clinton email investigation. But that has
not stopped Trump and Republicans in Con-

gress from repeatedly asserting that McCabe,
and other FBI officials, are partisan law en-

forcement officials harboring a bias against
him.

McCabe would retire, the president wrote:

PHOTO COURTESY OF AP Photo/Alex Brandon
FILE - In this June 7, 2017 file photo, then-acting FBI Director Andrew McCabe pauses during a Senate Intelligence Committee hearing on
Capitol Hill in Washington. FBI Deputy Director Andrew McCabe is leaving his position ahead of a previously planned retirement this spring.
Two people familiar with the decision described it to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity Monday. The move is effective Monday.

the man in charge, along with leakin' James

well-liked within the bureau, and that an ongo-

Responding to December news reports that

"How can FBI Deputy Director Andrew McCabe,
Comey, of the Phony Hillary Clinton investigation (including her 33,000 illegally deleted

emails) be given $700,000 for wife's campaign
by Clinton Puppets during investigation?"

Another of the president's tweets from last

year said: "Why didn't A.G. Sessions replace

Acting FBI Director Andrew McCabe, a Comey
friend who was in charge of Clinton investigation," referring to Attorney General Jeff Sessions.

Monday evening, Republicans on the House

Intelligence Committee voted to release a classified memo they wrote that alleges that the

FBI and the Justice Department improperly
used government surveillance during the Russia investigation.

White House spokeswoman Sarah Huckabee

Sanders told reporters Monday that Trump was

not part of the decision-making process but
that he stood by his criticism of McCabe. Amid
the tensions, Wray and Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein traveled to the White House

Monday to meet with chief of staff John Kelly,

according to a senior White House official who
was not authorized to discuss the meeting publicly and requested anonymity.

The FBI's No. 3 official, David Bowdich, has

been named acting deputy director.

Though McCabe has pushed back against

White House narratives that Comey was not

telligent and committed career agent.

FBI, he has not publicly discussed in detail his

the last 8 months, when small people were try-

observations of the president.

on."

to Russia was not a significant matter for the
interactions with Trump or shared any personal

That could change upon his departure from

served this country well. Bogus attacks on the

dent that he said troubled him. And former CIA

Director John Brennan and James Clapper, the
retired director of national intelligence, have
been outspoken about their own views of
Trump.

has been, a dedicated public servant who has

FBI and DOJ to distract attention from a legiti-

mate criminal inquiry does long term, unneces-

sary damage to these foundations of our government."

Two days after Comey's firing, McCabe ap-

McCabe became deputy director in 2016 fol-

peared at a congressional hearing and contra-

ton field office and serving as head of its na-

lost the support of FB rank-and-file. He de-

lowing earlier jobs running the FBI's Washingtional

security

branch.

A

Duke

University-educated lawyer, he joined the FBI

in 1996 and worked on organized crime in New
York.

He took over as acting director following

Trump's May 9 firing of Comey, and was among
the officials interviewed for the position, which
ultimately went to Wray, a former Justice Department official. The Washington Post reported last week that Trump asked McCabe whom

he had voted for in the presidential election.

Trump has said he does not recall asking that
question.

dicted a White House assertion that Comey had

clared, "I can tell you that the majority, the vast
majority of FBI employees, enjoyed a deep and
positive connection to Director Comey."

In one of the more dramatic exchanges of the

day, he was asked whether the Trump-Russia

investigation was a small matter in relation to
the other work the FBI is conducting.

"Sir," he told Sen. Angus King of Maine, "we

consider it to be a highly significant investigation."
___

Associated Press writers Zeke Miller and Jill

Colvin contributed to this report.

“Fee Increase” FROM PAGE 1
This appeared to alleviate the concerns of

most board members.

“If it was in the original fee description, I don’t

think there’s very much we can argue,” said
USUSA student advocate vice president Bridget
Brown.

Wednesday at 4:48 a.m. Total coverage will be-

It was also proposed that the board vote to

gin at 5:51 a.m. and will gradually recede until

reclassify the computer lab fee, something Ol-

the moon sets at around 6:31 a.m.

son said he, along with computer lab manager

“Eclipses of the moon are perfectly safe to ob-

Gary Egbert, found necessary after research

serve with just the naked eye,” said Patrick

into the fee’s history.

Wiggins, the NASA and Jet Propulsion Labora-

Olson proposed the fee no longer be called the

tory solar system ambassador for Utah.

“computer lab fee” and instead be called the

Lunar eclipses occur when the sun, Earth and

“technology fee,” a name Olson said would be

moon form a straight line and the moon is

“more encompassing and be more in line with

blocked in the shadow from the Earth.

how it’s being used.”

The moon might display different colors such

The board voted in favor of this reclassifica-

as red, yellow or copper, during totality. Wig-

tion.

gins said those wanting to see these colors

More information, including a breakdown of

should seek areas with less urban light pollu-

2019.

Former Attorney General Eric Holder tweeted:

details of his own encounters with the presi-

thorized a close friend to share with reporters

Utahn’s will witness a total lunar eclipse

2015 and the next one will be in January of

ing to tear down an institution we all depend

"FBI Deputy Director Andrew McCabe is, and

By Connor Putnam
NEWS STAFF WRITER

The last lunar eclipse visible from Utah was in

Comey tweeted that McCabe "stood tall over

the FBI. Comey, for instance, after his firing au-

Total eclipse of the moon

tion.

McCabe's defenders call him a thoughtful, in-

ing FBI investigation into Trump campaign ties

student fees, is available on the USU website.
PHOTO COURTESY OF AP Photo/Marco Ugarte
In this Aug. 28, 2007, file photo, the moon takes on different orange tones during a lunar eclipse seen from Mexico City. During a lunar eclipse,
the moon’s disk can take on a colorful appearance from bright orange to blood red to dark brown and, rarely, very dark gray. On Wednesday, Jan.
31, 2018, a super moon, blue moon and a lunar eclipse will coincide for first time since 1982 and will not occur again until 2037.

— ac.roberts95@gmail.com
@alyssarbrts
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STUDENT LIFE

Surviving spring semester

PHOTO BY Kyle Todecheene
Ryan and Abby Devitt utilize the quiet atmosphere at the Merrill-Cazier Library to focus on studying. Ryan studies civil engineering and Abby studies family, consumer, and health development.

She has helped me become more motivat-

By Kortni Wells
STUDENT LIFE SENIOR WRITER

ed, more accepting of others around me and
more dedicated to the things that matter

Editor’s note: Kortni Wells is an Agricultural

most (school). She is always looking to learn

Communications and Journalism major and

more and keeps me focused.

article, she shares her personal advice on the

it easier to come home right after class, put

ter easier.

my homework that way. Eventually, I started

senior writer at the Utah Statesman. In this

habits and tricks that help make a busy semes-

I have always been someone who has found

on sweats, settle in under a blanket and finish
asking her if she wanted to go to the library.

Full class schedules, deadlines written in red

I found that I quite enjoyed being able to

time to your advantage.

Even if you don’t think your professor pays

attention to you in a huge lecture hall full of
students, they do.

They are also really personable and love tak-

ing time to get to know their students. They
want to see their students succeed.

Take the time to ask questions and make a

good impression. They just might be writing
the ticket of future jobs and careers.

Planners save lives, and grades

a fancy planner that is always close by, and

get away from the apartment, even for just

shut off. Sounds like it’s midterms.

I needed to complete. I found that utilizing

lives of stressed out students. I didn’t realize

that will keep students of Utah State Univer-

procrastination.

into my upper division classes with a million

sleep loss because of a brain that just won’t
Don’t fret, there are lots of handy-dandy tips

sity on top this semester with a rocking GPA
and stress ulcer-free.

a couple hours, to focus on the homework

vital time in study rooms is the key to less

Get involved

Get to know the events that occur on cam-

realized it was a whole lot easier to focus and
not be as stressed with a clear plan of what

needed to get done and when. Whiteboards
also work wonders.

how fundamental they were until I started

Best of luck for a great semester, Aggies!

due dates, sometimes with multiple projects

— kortni.marie.wells@aggiemail.usu.edu
@kortniwells

due all on the same day.

pus on a regular basis. Find people to go to

Get some sleep

But seriously. I have always been a night

sporting events with or friends that share a

be uber productive, until about 1 a.m. It’s a

to get away from the books and go out and

owl and can stay up late into the night and

love of Yogurtland or Jamba Juice. Take time

struggle.

meet people.

to use up my free time getting ahead in my

different intramural sports teams to join. Be-

This past semester I took it upon myself

There are also so many clubs on campus and

classes, so I could spend my nights sleeping.

ing involved in different activities and clubs

more attention in my classes, and I felt like

me as a student.

simple as sleep helped me find someone I had

books, meet new friends and experience a va-

My grades improved, I was able to pay

a healthier version of myself. Something as
been longing to find for quite a while.

on campus has made a world of difference for
I love being able to get away from the

riety of different things outside the classroom
to enhance my college experience. I’ve also

found that I perform better in my classes by

Find a study buddy

I have been blessed with a fantastic room-

being involved in outside activities.

been stuck with me for seven years, and she

Utilize professor office hours

mate this year. I say that because she has

chooses to stick around. She also happens to

be my best friend.

A planner can make a huge difference in the

As I started penciling in my deadlines,

extracurricular activities and time for fun, I

Professors literally give up time in their days

to be able to meet with students. Use that

PHOTO BY Kyle Todecheene
Utilizing a planner to keep track of deadlines and project due dates can help relieve stress by creating a plan of what needs to be done and
when they need to be submitted. Make sure there is time for fun as well as homework to further minimize stress during midterms
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CLARKSBURG BRESLAW STONELEIGH
CLARKSBURG
CLARKSBURG
CLARKSBURG
BRESLAW
BRESLAW
BRESLAW
Logan’s
Premier Student
Apartments

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

STONELEIGH
STONELEIGH
STONELEIGH

Single Student Apartments
Across the Street from Campus
Fully Furnished
Private Bedrooms and Bathrooms
Desk, Bed, Bookshelves in Bedroom
Large Closets - Vacuum
Living Room with TV, DVD, and VCR
CLARKSBURG
BRESLAW
STONELEIGH
Modern Fully Equipped Kitchens 677 East
675 East
675675
600
East
675
North
600
East
North
600 North
677600
East
677
North
600
East
North
600East
North
679600
East
679
North
600
North
600
677
600 North 679 East
679East
East
600 North
North
East
600
North
Cable TV
Washer and Dryer in each Apartment
Central Heating and Air Conditioning
FOR MORE
FOR MORE
FOR
INFORMATION
MORE
INFORMATION
INFORMATION
CALLCALL
DARLA
CALL
DARLA
(435)
DARLA
(435)
770-0900
770-0900
(435)| 770-0900
www.cbsapartments.com
| www.cbsapartments.com
| www.cbsapartments.com
| darladclark@comc
| darladclark@
| darlad
FOR
MORE
INFORMATION
CALL
DARLA
Wireless Internet
(435) 770-0900 | www.cbsapartments.com | darladclark@comcast.net
Private Parking - No Hassles
Now accepting applications for next semester and summer.
Fire Places
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SPORTS

WIRE TO WIRE:

Aggie women never trail against
Fresno State in 60-52 win

By Sean Coghlan
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

After a hard road loss last week against

Mountain West bottom-dwelling Air Force, the

Utah State women’s basketball team put on a
wire-to-wire showcase today against the visiting Fresno State Bulldogs, 60-52.

Head coach Jerry Finkbeiner, having tried

out several lineups in order to find the right

combination, went with a Deja Mason-less

squad to focus on the faster forwards in Hailey
Bassett and Shannon Dufficy.

“This was the lineup we had against Air

Force,” said Finkbeiner, adding that barring
injury, “this will be the lineup going forward.”

Bassett would lead all scorers with 18 while

Dufficy recorded a 10-point, 12-rebound dou-

ble-double. Guard Eliza West would record
nine assists and zero turnovers.

The Aggies came out swinging against the

Bulldogs, holding Fresno State to just two

points and 1-for-12 shooting from the floor.

This included a six-minute scoring drought to
end the first quarter, which ended with a 19-2
Aggie lead.

Fresno State quickly woke up, however, as

their intensity picked up in the second quarter.
After shooting that 8.3 percent in the first ten

minutes, as they would shoot 6-for-12 while
notching five 3-point field goals. This, combined with a poor 6-for-17 from the Aggies,

would shrink the lead down to just 10 going
into halftime, 32-25.

For the first half, Bassett would lead all Aggie

scorers with 11 while Dufficy and Mason tied
as leading rebounders (5). The trio combined
for 19 of the Aggies 32 first half points.

Second half action would serve as a summa-

tion of the first two quarters: Utah State would
pound the ball inside as Fresno State sought to

close the gap from downtown. The Aggies

would add one extra point to their lead going
into the final quarter.

Utah State held back Bulldog attempts at the

lead, with contributions up and down the ros-

ter, including an Eliza West 3-pointer as the
shot clock rang out.

Bassett said that her 18 points and Dufficy’s

double-double were nearly at the command of
coach Finkbeiner.

“We had a meeting and sat us down. He told

me [to get] 16-18 points, and that Shannon
would get a double-double,” Bassett said.

On the night, the Aggies held a positive as-

sist-to-turnover ratio (15-to-9) and outscored
Fresno State 28-8 in the paint.

“I’m hoping this is a turn-around game for

us,” Finkbeiner said.

The Aggies will head to New Mexico on

Wednesday before returning to the Spectrum
the following week to host Wyoming.
@seanburgandy

PHOTO BY Matt Halton
(Above) Sophomore forward Hailey Bassett fights for a rebout against Fresno State. Utah State outrebounded the Bulldogs 49-34 in the win. (Below) Sophomore guard Olivia West driving to the basket. West had
12 points and an assist for Utah State..
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Despite battling through injuries and adversity, Utah State remains in
the chase for Mountain West Conference title
There's a point in every action movie where

head coach Tim Duryea have repeatedly stated

that stage, and asking this team to fulfill every

but they still have over two full years left as

Wick or Woody and Buzz in Toy Story 3, there's

one of the best ever to play at Utah State. Yes,

fact that such a question is even worth asking

the team has that same privilege along with

the hero is supposed to die. Whether it's John

a point where you are absolutely certain the
end is near. Except it never is. The hero always

makes a miraculous escape and goes on to slay
the beast/stop the villain/be rescued by a giant
claw and then staple the villain to the front of a
semi.

So, logically, it follows that Utah State men's

basketball is basically John Wick, right?

There’s been multiple points this season where

Utah State looked to be all but dead, simply

waiting for a coroner to make the official pro-

that this is not only a great defensive team, but
there have been games this season when that

claim looks baseless. There are also times when
that talk is fully walked by this team, such as

mendously hopeful.

season. March is a month of hot streaks, and
this version of USU basketball has both the offense and defense to overwhelm teams.

That by no means guarantees that the Aggies

rently ranked eighth in the Big Sky Conference,

There’s still a lot of “if” before we ever reach

tournament, let alone win the entire thing.

Teams don’t magically become special. It usu-

four juniors litter the roster and one of them,

Maybe it is a little crazy to say that while a

forward Norbert Janicek, will be eligible for a

Force to their second-lowest point total of the

them.

ally takes years of planning and work, plus a

to come away with the victory and holding Air

for the final four minutes of the game in order

Aggies to continue to grow, and the majority of

Forward Alex Dargenton and guard Julion Pe-

arre are the only two seniors on this team. Only

will make it to their first semifinal in the MW

giving up a game-opening 19-2 run versus

despite the adversity this team has faced is tre-

twice holding Fresno State’s offense scoreless

nouncement. Losing the season opener to Weber State, losing 83-79 to a Portland State cur-

“if” left this season is a tall order, but the simple

medical redshirt and will return as a junior

next season. This team is astoundingly young.
What McEwen, Merrill, and others have accom-

healthy dose of luck, before that magic ignites.

team is 12-11, a little naive, as well. Admitted-

ly, even if the ingredients for the magic are
there, the magic itself may never arrive.

Well, it certainly arrived on Saturday night at

plished sometimes makes us expect the best ev-

Fresno, and there’s a great deal of hope that

gets that neither has been playing Division I

that’s easily enough to keep rooting.

ery single night, but such an expectation forbasketball for more than two seasons at this
point. Their growth to this point is remarkable,

more may be on the horizon. For an Aggie fan,

@TheGrandDanny

Utah, and losing four games in a row to plum-

met down the Mountain West standings. We all
remember those games, and we all remember
the aftermath. Hope for Utah State’s season
was in scarce supply.

Every time, though, USU resurrected itself and

started throwing haymakers.

A largely-unseen tournament-style win over

Northeastern and New Hampshire, a sea-

son-sweep of Fresno State, and a road win over
a UNLV squad featuring a likely NBA lottery

pick. We also remember all of those nights,

when it seemed like, “hey, maybe this Aggie
team *could* pull off something special”.

They still might. Saturday night featured USU

pulling off their second stunning victory over

Fresno State this season. Daron Henson drained
the game-winning 3 with 0.2 seconds remain-

ing, part of a 6-7 night from behind the arc to
lead the Aggies with 18 points. With that, Hen-

son became the sixth different Aggie to lead

USU in scoring in a game this season. While

this team has faults, it also has a plethora of
weaponry. On any given night, an opponent
may find itself at the mercy of any one of Koby

nMcEwen, Sam Merrill, Dwayne Brown Jr., or
d
.even Quinn Taylor. There is a universe some-

where out there where USU catches fire in

March and burns their way through the MW
tournament on a magical run for the ages.

That existence might not be as far-fetched as

PHOTO BY Megan Nielsen
The Aggies picked up a 65-62 road victory at Fresno State Saturday evening. The Aggies are now 5-5 in Mountain West play with just over a month left in the regular season.

we might think. All season, both players and

“Every game is critical at this point,” Eccles said.

“Dominant Defense” FROM PAGE 1

“We’ve dug ourselves a little bit of a whole be-

Joe Pfleegor.

to D2 teams but we’ve lost to the wrong teams

“The nice thing is that we’re doing it at the right

time,” Pfleegor said. “We’re getting close to re-

gionals and nationals and that’s what you need
when you go play in regionals and nationals be-

cause they’re going to be one-goal games. You’re

not going to win games at nationals 5-0 or 6-1,
they’re going to be one, maybe two-goal games.”

Because of the drop in the rankings and the po-

tential loss of an automatic bid to nationals, the

pressure to win is almost as high as it is in the
postseason.

cause of the rankings. We’ve only lost four times

and that comes back to bite you and it hurts you.”
The Aggies will begin postseason play next

week. They will play in the Mountain West Colle-

giate Hockey League Championship. Their first
game will be a home matchup against Montana
Tech, with the following games played in Provo
should Utah State win.

Following the Mountain West tournament, Utah

State will play its final two regular season games

in a home-and-home series against Weber State
Feb. 16-17.
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OPINION

Soap Box:
The lack of competition for USUSA

Letters to the editor

scholarships hurts everyone
we have no choice concerning, are

qualified and up for the task at hand.
It’s disheartening to see so many

positions go uncontested. Do people not
care? Have we arrived at a point where
it’s okay to throw a lot of money at
people without vetting them first?

Letters should be limited to 400
words. All letters may be shortened,
or rejected for reasons of good
taste, redundancy or volume of similar letters.

USUSA is no easy job, it requires

extensive time commitments and

sometimes grueling work, which is why

we pay them in scholarships and monthly paychecks. A lot of respect has to be
given to those willing to try, but that

respect is on thin ice if people don’t do
their job. The ice gets thinner when

candidates don’t have to prove them-

selves. If our officers don’t do their job

By Richard Poll
ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITOR

and then didn’t have any challenges

You get a scholarship, and you get a

scholarship — you all get scholarships!
Que Oprah Winfrey.

Candidates for 2018-2019 USUSA

positions filed recently, several of them
at the last minute, and it looks like

we’re handing out nine free scholarships and monthly stipends. Five

executive positions and four academic

senate positions are unopposed, leaving
those candidates to begin planning how
to decorate their offices on the third

floor of the TSC instead of campaigning
and proving to us as students why they
would make half-decent officers.

Election season at USU is fun, if you

don’t mind the cold, random people
showing up to your club meetings

taking more time than allotted and the
constant harassment from candidates

either on your walk to class or now text
and email blasts. Despite this fun and
the valuable experience election

campaigns can be for all of us, less than
half the positions have any need to put

Letters must be topic-oriented. They
may not be directed toward any
individuals. Any letter directed to a
specific individual may be edited or
not printed.

getting to their position, we all share a
piece of that blame.

Praises be, at least all of these people

have good advisors to help them along
the way.

Having worked with USUSA officers

and in the Student Involvement division
for a few years, I’ve seen both good and
not-so-good officers. I’ve made the
mistake of not being well-enough

informed when I went to the polls —

please don’t repeat my mistake. Go to

No anonymous letters will be published. Writers must sign all letters
and include a phone number or
email address, as well as a student
identification number (none of which
is published).

the town halls and debates, talk to the
candidates during the campaigns, ask

the hard questions, ask the easy questions they may not have prepared for.
Freshman to Super Seniors and grad

students, your vote really does count.
Richard is a senior studying Interna-

tional Studies. Starbursts and airheads
are two of his favorite candies, if
anyone wanted a hint.

Letters representing groups — or
more than one individual — must
have a singular representative clearly
stated, with all necessary identification information.

— richard.poll@aggiemail.usu.edu
@richard_poll

in effort — will this be a prelude to
their runs in office, effortless?

The collective 15 members of USUSA

Executive Council and Academic Senate
carry extensive influence at our univer-

Writers must wait 21 days before
submitting successive letters -- no
exceptions.

sity — planning events, speaking on

behalf of the students to administrators,
regents and legislators and manage and
operate a budget well over $1 million.
Hopefully those we choose, and those

The Statesman editors reserve the
right to not print every letter to the
editor. But all letters will be published online.

Letters can be hand-delivered or
mailed to The Statesman the TSC,
Room 118, or can be emailed to
statesman@aggiemail.usu.edu, or
click www.utahstatesman.com.

Columns are contributions from individuals throughout the Cache
Valley community. Opinions expressed in soap boxes and other
columns are not endorsements by the Utah Statesman staff, but
vehicles to promote discussion and constructive thought. It is
Statesman policy to print such columns so long as they comply with
basic journalistic standards of professionalism.
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FOR ADVERTISING CONTACT:
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435.797.1775

Connect
members of
the Aggie
community
and provide a
voice for all
through
impactful,
relevant and
diverse
multimedia
coverage.

Create and solve your
Sudoku puzzles for FREE

Play Sudoku and win pr

.

izes at:

prizesudoku.com

The Sudoku Source of

“The Utah Statesman”.

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

CLASSIFIED ADS
Automotive

Got an older car, van or suv? Do the
humane thing. Donate it to the humane
society. Call 1-800-849-1593

Donate your car, truck or boat to heritage
for the blind. Free 3 day vacation, tax deductible, free towing, all paperwork taken
care of. Call 1-800-360-4120

Donate your car for breast cancer! Help
united breast foundation education, prevention, & support programs. Fast free
pickup - 24 hr response - tax deduction
1-855-507-2691

Building Materials

METAL ROOF/WALL
Panels, Pre-engineered Metal Buildings.
Mill prices for sheeting coil are at a 4 year
low. You get the savings. 17 Colors prime
material, cut to your exact length. CO
Building Systems 1-800-COBLDGS.

Health and Wellness

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids. 100%
Risk-Free! 45-Day Home Trial. Comfort
Fit. Crisp Clear Sound. If you decide to
keep it, PAY ONLY $299 per aid. FREE
Shipping. Call Hearing Help Express 1855-708-7910

Help Wanted

Class-A CDL Drivers to haul US Mail out
of Richfield, UT. Must be willing to team.
Full-time and part-time available. Call
940-726-3276 or apply: www.alanritchey.
com EOE M/W/V/D

Miscellaneous

Were you an industrial or construction
tradesman and recently diagnosed with
lung cancer? You and your family may be
entitled to a significant cash award. Call
1-888-737-1846 for your risk free consultation.

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*
Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

Dish network. 190+ Channels. Free
install. Free hopper hd-dvr. $49.99/Month
(24 months) add high speed internet $14.95 (Where avail.) Call today & save
25%! 1-866-360-6959
Enjoy 100% guaranteed, delivered to-thedoor omaha steaks! Save 75% plus get
4 more burgers & 4 more kielbasa free!
Order the family gourmet buffet - only
$49.99. Call 1-866-406-4429 mention
code 51689gff or visit www.Omahasteaks.
Com/cheer92

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles –

you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,
exams, fillings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefits you can receive

FREE Information Kit

1-888-919-4729

www.dental50plus.com/utah
*Individual plan.
Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of thistype. Contact
us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY;call 1-800-969-4781 or
respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK:
P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096C

MB16-NM001Gc

Inventors - free information package have
your product idea developed affordably by
the research & development pros and presented to manufacturers. Call 1-877-6495574 for a free idea starter guide. Submit
your idea for a free consultation.
Personals
Meet singles right now! No paid operators, just real people like you. Browse
greetings, exchange messages and connect
live. Try it free. Call now: 800-359-2796.

Follow us on:
@UtahStatesman
/UtahStatesman
@UtahStatesman

Mired

By Macrae Olsen
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CALENDAR | JANUARY 30 - FEBRUARY 6
A DD Y O UR EVENT AT U S U S TAT E S M A N . C O M / E V E N T S

01/30 01/31 02/01 02/02 02/03 02/05
TUES.

WED.

THUR.

FRI.

SAT.

MON.

Toddler Story Time
10:10am
North Logan City
Library
475 E 2500 N North
Logan

Spanish Storytime/
Hora del Cuento
10:15am
Logan Library
255 North Main Street
Logan

USU Gymnastics vs
Boise State
7:00pm @ The Spectrum

Spanish StoryTime
10:15am
North Logan City
Library
475 E 2500 N North
Logan

Valentine Chocolate
Festival
6:30pm
Riverwoods Conference Center
615 Riverwoods Pkwy
Logan

USU Club Meditation
12:30pm
Aggie Recreation Center

Toddler Time
1:05pm
Logan Library
255 North Main Street
Logan

USUSA Rotaract Club
Chili’s Fundraiser
Night
11:00am
Chili’s Grill and Bar
1427 N Main St
Logan

Chamber Music Society of Logan: Capitol
Quartet
7:30pm
Utah State University

Free Date Rape Drug
Detection Cards
5:00pm
Center for Pregnancy
Choices
90 N 100 E
Logan

MARDI GRAS

USU Men’s Basketball
vs New Mexico
7:00pm @ The Spectrum

Kijeong Jeon: Communitas Lecture
Series
5:00pm
Utah State University
Teen Thursdays
7:00pm
North Logan City
Library
475 E 2500 N North
Logan
Keetra Dixon:
Hashimoto Lecture
Series
7:00pm
Utah State University

FEBRUARY 10, 2018
9 PM - 1 AM
TSC
STUDENTS $5
PUBLIC $10
AVAILABLE AT TSC CARD OFFICE

CASINO, DANCE FT.
DJ BANGARANG,
KRISTEF BROTHERS,
AIRBRUSH TATTOOS,
LIVE ANIMALS,
& PHOTOBOOTH

The Great God Pan
7:30pm
Utah State University

The Great God Pan
7:30pm
Utah State University

